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E-8.03 Conflicts of Interest: Guidelines

Under no circumstances may physicians place their own financial interests above the
welfare of their patients. The primary objective of the medical profession is to render
service to humanity; reward or financial gain is a subordinate consideration. For a
physician to unnecessarily hospitalize a patient, prescribe a drug, or conduct diagnostic
tests for the physician’s financial benefit is unethical. If a conflict develops between the
physician’s financial interest and the physician’s responsibilities to the patient, the conflict
must be resolved to the patient’s benefit. (II)
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